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1. INTRODUCTION

The object of the Union for Sports, Culture and Tourism International of Posts and Telecommunications - Union SCIPT - is to contribute to maintaining the physical and intellectual well-being of Posts and Telecommunication employees by:

1. promoting sporting, tourist and cultural exchanges among Posts and Telecommunication employees

2. developing reciprocal friendship and understanding among these employees

3. communicating information and sharing experience on these matters.

The following may become members of the Union:

The postal and/or telecommunications authorities, as well as the national companies resulting from such authorities

or

the departments charged by these authorities or companies with the organisation of sports, tourist and cultural activities for PTT staff

or 

the national associations involved in the organisation of these activities.

No country may have more than four Union members, depending on the country's organization of the P&T.

The Union SCIPT has no political, union or denominational leanings. It is not run for profit.

2. GOVERNING BODIES

The functions of the Union are carried out by 

· The Congress Meeting every four years
· The Executive Committee Meeting once a year 
· The Bureau Meetings according to need

The members of the Bureau until the Congress 1996 were: 

President: Mr. Erwin Schüpbach, Switzerland

Vice-president Sports: Ms. Ingegerd Mattsson, Sweden

Vice-president Culture: & Tourism Ms. Elisabeth Marquet, France

Secretary General: Mr. Gunnar Hundhammer, Norway

Assistant Secretary General: Mr. John Saliba, Malta

Members: Mr. Lothar Jordan, Germany

Ms. Maj-Britt Nurmi, Finland

The members of the Bureau elected at the Congress for the period 1996 - 2000 are: 

President: Mr. Erwin Schüpbach, Switzerland

Vice-president Sports: Mr. Michel Mugnier, France

Vice-president Culture & Tourism Ms. Maj-Britt Nurmi, Finland

Secretary General: Mr. Gunnar Hundhammer, Norway

Assistant Secretary General: Mr. John Saliba, Malta

Members: Mr. Lothar Jordan, Germany

Mr. Peter van Soest, The Netherlands

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES

In 1996 the following meetings were held:

The Bureau: 14 - 17 March, Brussels, Belgium

30 May - 1 June, Stockholm, Sweden

24 - 27 October, Dijon, France.

The Bureau meetings in Brussels and Dijon were organized by asbl PROSANO, Belgacom, and ASPTT Dijon respectively. Both meetings were very well organized. Representatives from the administrations attended the meetings. The Bureau finds such contacts and participation of reciprocal benefit to all parties involved. In the coming years the Bureau will encourage members/administrations which are not represented at the Bureau to organize meetings, as this will give the Bureau a great opportunity to explain and discuss the work of the Union and to show the benefits of being a Union member.

The Executive Committee: 1 - 2 June, Stockholm, Sweden.

The 1996 EC meeting was organized by Sweden Post, Föreningen Postfolket, Postens Idrottsförbund (PIF), Sweden Telia (TIF) and PT Finland Ltd. It was a successful meeting, and we would like to thank Ingegerd Mattsson, Gunnel Callerstrand, Nils Eskilson and Maj- Britt Nurmi and the other members of the organizing committee for an excellent organization. 

In addition to the meetings, the Bureau members have communicated frequently by telephone, fax and letters.There has also been informal contact especially between the Secretary General and the organizers of Union events and other Union members.

The deadlines for entries to Union Events were dealt with at the 1996 EC meeting. In spite of this, the problem still exists. For the first two Union Events following the EC meeting (and to be organized by Norway Post), it was really a problem having the entries of participation in due time. This caused a lot of extra work both to the Secretary General and the organizers.

The Congress 1996 3 - 4 June, Stockholm, Sweden/Helsinki, Finland

As usual, the EC meeting and the Congress were organized jointly. For the first time the two events were organized by Union Members from two countries, and for the first time the Congress took place on board a ship. 59 delegates from 30 Union Members, 2 presidents of honour, 2 members of honour and 1 observer took part. 

The Congress was successful in many ways, and the delegates seemed to be having a good time both in Stockholm and Helsinki, and not least on board the "Silja Serenade".

The Congress premises on board the ship were satisfactory. Unfortunately the interpretation service did not function as expected. Due to this the presentations of the four guest lecturers were not simultaneously interpreted. The Bureau regrets this very much and will make sure that a satisfactory interpretation service is provided for future Congresses.

The organizers had prepared both the meetings and the social programme carefully, and we would like to thank them for all their efforts to make the 1996 Congress a memorable experience.

* * *

In 1996 the Bureau dealt with among others the following questions:

3.1 Preparation of items for the Bureau and EC-meetings and the Congress

3.2 Statutes/regulations etc.

The articles 4, 6 (new 6.3) and 18 of the Statutes as well as the following regulations were examined by the Bureau and amended by the EC/Congress:

* The General Regulations (1.1, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9 and 2.3) * The Internal Regulations (5.9) * The Athletics Regulations (2.3 and 4) * The Handball Regulations (2,3,4.2(4.3), 4.5, 4,6 and new articles 5 and 7) * The Bridge Regulations (postponed) * The Tennis Regulations (2.3, 4 and 6) * The Football Regulations (to be reviewed). 

3.3 Union Events

The Bureau has made a proposal of Union events for the period 1998-1999. The proposal will be submitted to the 1997 EC-meeting.

In reply to a questionnaire distributed by UASPTT France, six Union Members showed interest in golf

(PT Finland Ltd, UASPTT France, Great Britain Posts, An Post Ireland, Sweden Post PIF and Switzerland Sport PTT).

Invitations to the 1997 Folklore groups and Handball Championships in Norway, the Tennis Championships in Karlsruhe, Germany, and the International Cultural Encounter in Dourdan, France, have been distributed to the Union members.

3.4 Address list of Union Members and Presidents/Members of honour

Updated address lists have been circulated frequently to the Union members and Presidents/members of honour. It is very important that all addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers and names of contact persons are correct and updated. The Presidents and members of honour receive all the documents etc. distributed by the Union as well. 

3.5 New logo of the Union

The question of a new logo was raised as a separate issue at the Congress. The draft presented was not found satisfactory. Following a decision by the Congress the Bureau will initiate a competition among the staffs of Union Members. The EC meeting 1999 will submit the recommendation to the Congress 2000.

4. UNION EVENTS

4.1 Football Preliminary Rounds

The 4 groups set up by the EC meeting '95 played their matches as follows:

GROUP A - MALTA 27.06. - 04.07.1996 PVKPN The Netherlands APV Germany Portugal Post CDCR CTT (winner) TelemaltaAnders Thörnström, Sweden Post/PIF was the delegate of the Union GROUP C - MALTA 27.06. - 04.07.1996 Post Denmark Malta Post Sweden Post PIF (winner) Switzerland PTTAnders Thörnström, Sweden Post/PIF was the delegate of the Union 

GROUP B - SZCZECIN, POLAND30.06 - 07.07.1996Norway Post (winner) UASPTT France Poland Telecom Belgacom Poland PostGunnar Hundhammer, Secretary General, was the delegate of the Union. GROUP D - LAMIA, GREECE19. - 25.05.1996 Italy P&T (winner) Greece Posts Great Britain Posts Belgium PostsThe delegate from the Union was the President, Mr. Erwin Schüpbach

The organizers of the preliminary rounds had done their very best to make conditions as good as possible both for the players, leaders and other participants. The social part was very well taken care of as well.

We would like to thank the organizers of the respective group matches for well-organized and successful tournaments. 

The four winners of the group matches will play the final tournament to be organized in Malta 24 - 29.06.1997 by Telemalta. 

4.2 Volleyball Championships

The championships took place in Papendal, The Netherlands, 15. - 22.06.1996

12 teams took part. The matches were played at a sports centre with fine conditions for the players as well as for the officials and spectators.

The championships were organized by PVKPN, The Netherlands. The event had been carefully planned and was carried out in an excellent way.

The final placings were: 1 and gold medals PVKPN The Netherlands

2 and silver medals France, UASPTT

3 and bronze medals Belgacom

4 Belgium Post

The Union delegate was Ernst N. Nielsen, Post Denmark. 

4.3 Cross Country Championships

The 4th Union SCIPT Cross country Championships took place in Nivelles, Belgium, on 7 and 8 September 1996 with asbl PROSANO, Belgacom, as organizer. Approx. 200 athletes from 14 Union members took part.

Asbl PROSANO had prepared the event very carefully, thus making the Cross country Championships a success once more. We would like to thank asbl PROSANO with President André Delaval and the other members of the organizing committee for a thoroughly well-organized event. 

The medal winners in the individual events were:

WOMEN ELITEGold: Patricia GUENET-MARECET, UASPTT France Silver: Ingrid FISCHER, APV GermanyBronze: Malika PESENTI, UASPTT France MEN ELITEGold: Mustapha ESSAID, UASPTT FranceSilver: Sean FENWICK, Great Britain PostsBronze: Pascal ZILLIOX, UASPTT France

WOMEN VETERANGold: Carine DE SMET, Belgium PostSilver: Inger HAUGEN, Norway PostBronze: Karine CLAUWAERT, Belgium Post MEN VETERANGold: Jacques MARECHET, UASPTT FranceSilver: Jean -Pierre PAUMEN, BelgacomBronze: Francis BENTZ, UASPTT France

UASPTT France won the gold medals in the team competitions for both men and women. 

The Union delegate was the Secretary General, Gunnar Hundhammer.

4.4 Arc Alpin

The Arc Alpin started in Berchtesgaden, Germany, on 17 February and finished by a large-scale event in Chamonix on 11 May 1996. From 15 to 18 May 16 persons (9 from Germany) took part in an "epilogue" to the Arc Alpin 1996 at the mountain plateau Hardangervidda, Norway.

The following Union members participated in the Arc Alpin 1996 including the closing event in Chamonix: Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Spain and Switzerland.

The Union delegate in Chamonix was Michel Mugnier, UASPTT France.

4.5 Interphotexpo 1996 - 97

The Interphotexpo 1996 - 97, the theme of which is ARCHITECTURE, was opened during the 1996 Congress. A total of 157 photos from the following Union members participate in the exhibition:

Austria, Belgium Posts, Culture and Tourism France, Great Britain Posts, Malta Posts, Polish Telecom, Portugal Posts, Sweden Post Föreningen Postfolket and Switzerland PTT.

The Bureau was pleased to note the favourable comments coming from members regarding the high quality of the photographs in the competition.

The exhibition will circulate until the end of 1997. 

4.6 Culture and Tourism exchanges

In the last week of June 1996 the Polish Telecom organized a European Youth Week ( 16 - 25 years) in Mazury in the east of Poland. The main activity at the European Youth Week was kayak paddling.

4.7 Holiday centres leaflet

The latest edition of the leaflet was distributed in the spring of 1995 and was to apply to the 1996 season as well. A new leaflet should have been prepared for 1997 and was planned to be distributed in September/October 1996. For different reasons this work was considerably delayed, and the leaflet would have appeared too late for the 1997 holiday season. The Bureau is now preparing a revised version for the 1998 season and aims at distributing it early in the autumn of 1997.

5. HONORARY PRESIDENTS/MEMBERS

At the end of 1996 the Union had the following presidents and members of honour:

Presidents of honour: AASEN, Anders, NorwayBARBERIO, Dr. Vincenzo, ItalyJODER, René, FranceRISCHAWY, Dr. Gerda, Austria

Members of honour: BROUWER, Thomas, The NetherlandsGRASSER, August, Switzerland (Congress 1996)HOOK, Brian, Great BritainMATTSSON, Ingegerd (Congress 1996)Mc CHESNEY, John, Great BritainPAULIN, Gilbert, FranceRIES, Roger, LuxembourgTHIENPONT, Gaston, BelgiumVEYSSIERE, Robert, FranceWADNER, Maja, Sweden Post (Congress 1996).

6. UNION MEMBERS

The following members joined the Union in 1996:

* Greece Telecom (not yet confirmed)

* Club Portugal Telecom

Following the Congress decision to automatically exclude Union members who have not paid their annual subscription for 3 consecutive years, the following Union members have been deleted from our lists or have resigned their membership at the end of 1996: 

Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Congo, Gabon, Israel Post, Israel Telecom, Monaco, Senegal, Spain and Tchad.

At the end of 1996 the Union SCIPT had the following 39 members:

01. Algeria 02. Austria P&T 03. Belgium Posts - Culture 04. Belgium Posts - Sport 05. Belgacom06. Cyprus07. Denmark Post08. Estonian Telecom09. PT Finland Ltd 10. France Culture & Tourism11. France UASPTT12. Great Britain Posts13. Greece Post 14. Greece Telecom15. Germany APV 16. Hungary P&T17. Italy P&T18. Ireland An Post19. Lettonie P&T20. Luxembourg P&T21. Malta Post Ltd22. Morocco23. The Netherlands PKF24. The Netherlands PVKPN25. Norway Post26. Poland Posts 27. Poland Telecom28. Portugal Post CDCR CTT29. Portugal Club Telecom30. Slovenije Telekom31. Sweden Post-Postfolket C&T)32. Sweden Post - Sport/PIF33. Sweden Telia/TIF34. Switzerland PTT-Sport35. Switzerland Vacances PTT36. Telemalta37. Thailand38. Tunisia39. Turkey

7. FINANCIAL SITUATION

Union SCIPT is a non-profit organization and depends solely on the subscriptions of its members. It is therefore of utmost importance that subscriptions be paid punctually. Apart from the members deleted from our lists at the end of 1996, only Algeria and Tunisia have failed to pay their annual subscription. In other words, the amount of annual subscriptions received is approximately as budgeted.

Expenses were less than budgeted in 1996. This is primarily due to the fact that the Union had no interpretation costs in connection with the 1996 Congress. As the interpretation service did not function satisfactorily, the organizer assumed the costs for the service. The Bureau regards simultaneous interpretation as an absolute necessity at Congresses. This is a relatively expensive service, and although we have worked up a small reserve as there were no interpretation costs in connection with the 1996 Congress, it will be proposed to set aside an annual amount equivalent to NOK 8,000 to meet the expenses connected with the Congress 2000. 

The Union still enjoys a good reputation and support on the part of P&T Administrations, and has so far had free access to their office equipment, copying machines and translation service. It may, however, be somewhat more difficult to get documents translated in the future. The Bureau will therefore submit a proposal to the EC meeting '97 that the Union members must themselves undertake the translation of invitations, etc., to be distributed to Union members.

The financial situation of the Union at the end of 1996 is good, and the capital is expected to be sufficient to meet unforeseen expenses in 1997 and 1998.

8. CONCLUDING REMARKS

1996 has been an active year in the Union SCIPT. The volleyball and cross country championships as well as the 4 preliminary rounds in the football championship were all organized in an excellent way, both from a technical and social point of view. The organizers had made a good preparatory work, which contributed to making both the championships and tournaments successful.

The EC meeting and the Congress were a great experience to many of us. As many as 30 Union members were represented. This must be regarded as a good participation, considering that the total number of "active" Union SCIPT members was 38 at the time. Apart from the difficulties in the interpretation service, the meetings were successful in every way.

Although 10 members have been deleted from our lists or have resigned their membership in Union SCIPT, new members are continuously accepted. Of the two members accepted in 1996, Greece Telecom has not yet confirmed their membership, whereas Club Telecom Portugal is actively involved already. New applications for membership were received in 1996, and the number of Union members is therefore expected to exceed 40 at the next EC meeting. 

In 1996 Culture and Tourism, France, distributed an invitation to the first "International Cultural Encounter", the theme of which is "Schubert, his time and his works". The event will comprise a number of activities. We are really looking forward to it, hoping that its` success will contribute to encourage more participation in the cultural activities of the Union.

Also in 1996 a lot of extra work was caused both to organizers of events and to the Secretary General due to members' failure to observe the deadlines for entries. This situation must be improved and will have to be given special importance to in the future.

The Bureau is continuously observing and discussing the development and reorganizations taking place within the different postal and telecommunications administrations. The changes take place very rapidly, and we must be able to cope with ever changing conditions. We are, however, pleased to note the interest that continues to be taken in our activities. The seriousness that characterises our work and the confidence that we have achieved with Posts and Telecommunication administrations, will continue to be the hallmarks of our Union also in the future.
