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1. INTRODUCTION

The object of the Union for Sports, Culture and Tourism International of Posts and Telecommunications - Union SCIPT - is to contribute to maintaining the physical and intellectual well-being of Posts and Telecommunications employees by:

1. promoting sporting, tourist and cultural exchanges among Posts and Telecommunications employees

2. developing reciprocal friendship and understanding between these employees

3. communicating information and sharing experience on these matters.

The following may become members of the Union:

The postal and/or telecommunications authorities, as well as the national companies resulting from such authorities

or

the departments charged by these authorities or companies with the organisation of sports, tourist and cultural activities for PTT staff

or 

the national associations involved in the organisation of these activities.

No country may have more than four Union members, depending on the country's organisation of the P&T.

The Union SCIPT has no political, union or denominational leanings. It is not run for profit.

2. GOVERNING BODIES

The functions of the Union are carried out by 

· The Congress Meeting every four years
· The Executive Committee Meeting once a year 
· The Bureau Meetings according to need

The members of the Bureau elected at the Congress for the period 1996 - 2000 are: 

President: Mr. Erwin Schüpbach, Switzerland

Vice-president Sports: Mr. Michel Mugnier, France

Vice-president Culture & Tourism Ms. Maj-Britt Nurmi, Finland

Secretary General: Mr. Gunnar Hundhammer, Norway

Assistant Secretary General: Mr. John Saliba, Malta

Members: Mr. Lothar Jordan, Germany

Mr. Peter van Soest, The Netherlands

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES

In 1997 the following meetings were held:

The Bureau: 13 - 16 March05 - 06 June02 - 07 November Elspeet, the NetherlandsEstoril, PortugalMalta

The Bureau meetings in Elspeet and in Malta were organized by PVKPN, the Netherlands, and Telemalta respectively. Both meetings were very well organized. Representatives from the administrations attended the meetings. The Bureau finds such contacts and participation of reciprocal benefit to all parties involved. In the coming years the Bureau will encourage members/administrations which are not represented at the Bureau to organize meetings, as this will give the Bureau a great opportunity to explain and discuss the work of the Union and to show the benefits of being a Union member.

The Executive Committee: 07 - 08 June Estoril, Portugal

The 1997 EC meeting was organized by CDCR dos CTT, Portugal. It was a successful meeting, and we would like to thank Rui Alves Cabaco, Jose Videira Goncalves and the other members of the organizing committee for an excellent organization. 

The organizers had prepared both the meetings and the social programme carefully, and we would like to thank them for all their efforts to make the 1997 EC meeting a memorable experience.

In addition to the meetings, the Bureau members have communicated frequently by telephone, fax and letters. There has also been informal contact especially between the Secretary General ant the organizers of Union Events and other Union members.

* * *

In 1997 the Bureau dealt with a.o. the following questions:

3.1 Preparation of items for the Bureau and EC-meetings

3.2 Statutes/regulations etc.

The following regulations were examined by the Bureau and amended by the EC:

* The General Regulations (1.4, 1.7, 1.8, 1,9, 1.11, 2.2, 3.3, 3.3.2, and 3.4) * The Ski Regulations * The Football Regulations (5 and 8) * The Basketball, Handball and Volleyball Regulations (harmonizing of regulations) * The Bridge Regulations (postponed) * The Interphotexpo Regulations

3.3 Union Events

The Bureau has made a proposal of Union events for the period 1999 -2000. The proposal will be submitted to the 1998 EC-meeting.

3.4 Address list of Union members and Presidents/Members of honour

Updated address lists have been circulated frequently to the Union members and Presidents/members of honour. It is very important that all addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers and names of contact persons are correct and updated. The Presidents and members of honour receive all the documents etc. distributed by the Union as well. 

3.5 New logo of the Union

The logo presented at the Congress in 1996 was not found satisfactory and the Congress decided to organize a competition among the members for a new logo.

The EC meeting in Portugal marked the start of the competition. The rules for the competition were approved and a working group was formed (Huguette Meulemans - Belgium Post, Ivo Tomc - Slovenije Telekom and Peter van Soest - PKF the Netherlands).

In June 1997 all the members received a letter with the rules and a participation form to be returned no later than 1 August 1997. Because of the poor response it was decided to send a reminder in which the deadline for entries was postponed to 14 December 1997. It is disappointing that only 8 members responded and that only 6 members will participate in the competition.

We hope that we will receive a sufficient number of proposals for a new logo for presentation during the EC meeting in the Netherlands in 1999 and that a final decision can be made during the Congress in Switzerland in 2000. 

3.6 Changing environment of Posts and Telecommunications - Questionnaire

The subject is of great importance to the future of the Union SCIPT. The Bureau paid a special attention to this matter during the meeting in Malta, and a questionnaire was prepared and distributed to all Union Members in November 1997.

13 Union members answered the questionnaire. The Bureau will prepare a summary of the answers received and submit it to the EC meeting 1998 for discussion.

4. UNION EVENTS

Report from the Vice President of Sports

4.1 The Handball Championship

The 3rd Union SCIPT Handball Championship was organized by Norway Post in Drammen, Norway, 28 May - 1 June 1997.

6 men's teams and 6 women's teams took part. The final placings were:

WOMEN MEN

1. Poland Post2. Hungary3. Post Denmark4. VPT Germany5. Norway Post6. PVKPN Netherland 1. Post Denmark2. UASPTT France3. Norway Post4. Sweden Post5. VPT Germany6. PVKPN Netherland

The championship must be regarded as a successful event. This was underlined by the good atmosphere at the closing banquet.

The best compliments to Norway Post and its organizers, with Gunnar Hundhammer as president, for a well prepared and well accomplished championship.

The Union delegate was Anders Aasen, President of honour.

4.2 Football 1996/97 - The finals

The finals of the Union SCIPT Football Championship 1996 - 1997 were organized by Telemalta Corporation during the period 24 -30 June 1997.

The championship was organized as a knock-out tournament. The winners of the two matches met in the final. The two losing teams played for the 3rd and 4th places.

Italy Post and Sweden Post met in the final. After full time, the result was 0 - 0. As there was no decision at the end of extra time, the title was decided by penalties. Sweden Post won 4 - 3.

The final placings were: 1. Sweden Post

2. Italy Post

3. Norway Post

4. Portugal Post.

I take this opportunity to compliment the Telemalta Corporation and its organizer, with John Saliba as president, for a well prepared and well accomplished championship.

The Union delegate was Gunnar Hundhammer, Secretary General.

4.3 The Tennis Championship

The 8th Union SCIPT Tennis Championship was organized by VPT Germany in Karlsruhe, from 14 to 21 September 1997. Approx. 140 players from the following 13 Union members took part:

P & T Austria, Belgium, UASPTT France, VPT Germany, Great Britain Posts, Italy Post, PVKPN Netherland, Norway Post, CDCR dos CTT Portugal, Slovakia Post, Slovenia Telekom, Sweden Post and Swiss PTT Sport.

It was the first participation of Slovakia Post and Slovenia Telekom in a Union SCIPT championship and the first participation of CDCR dos CTT Portugal in a Union SCIPT Tennis Championship. The best total results were achieved by Italy Post and UASPTT France: 25 medals in all for the two members (5 gold medals to Italy and 3 to France).

Laura Foglio, Italy Post, was the most successful player: gold medal in ladies elite single, mixed and silver medal in ladies double.

The winner of men's single was Stefan Suter, Swiss PTT Sport (final versus Jean Michel Piazzia, UASPTT France).

The best compliments to the organizer for a well prepared and well accomplished championship. 

The Union delegate was Bureau member Lothar Jordan.

4.4 Arc Alpin

A meeting was organized in Switzerland to prepare the Arc Alpin 1998. A 26-week programme was approved.

Report from the Vice President of Culture and Tourism

4.5 Bridge Championship

The first Bridge Championship took place in Alphen aan de Ryn, the Netherlands, 10 - 16 November 1997. The championship was organized in an exellent way and in a good Union SCIPT spirit. The organizers had made a good preparatory work. The hotel "Toor" offered a good frame for the games and an excellent accommodation. The social programme was interesting as well. A.o. an excursion was organized to Amsterdam.

The final ranking was as follows:

1. Norway Post

2. KPN 1 PVKPN

3. Postfolket Sweden

4. KPN 2 PKF

5. Telia IF Sweden

6. Post Denmark

7. Polish Post

8. Prosano Belgacom

The official UNION SCIPT delegate, André Meysenbourg, Amicale des PTT Luxembourg, underlined the friendly atmosphere among the players and the officials.

4.6 The Folklore Groups

In 1997 Norway Post celebrated its 350th anniversary. The event was a great success with many kinds of different activities. This initiative served as a good example of how to combine Union SCIPT events with activities organized by a postal or telecommunications enterprise. It was also an example of how groups from different countries can come together without competing. At the same time it was a good opportunity to make the Union and its activities known among guests and postal staff. Union SCIPT took part in the celebration in the period 19 - 21 April.

Seven UNION SCIPT members took part in this event:

Portugal PostNorway PostLa Poste BelgiquePT Finland LtdClub Telecom PortugalSlovenia TelekomFöreningen Postfolket Sweden ( folk dance and music )( folk dance and music )( folk dance and music )(music and song)( folk dance and music )( folk dance and music )( folk dance and music )

The groups gave performances in different parts of Norway. On Saturday 19 April all the groups performed outside the Oslo Concert Hall. The performances were excellent, and the social programme, with sightseeing, visit to the Jubilee Exhibition, visits to museums and an evening banquet hosted by Norway Post, was much appreciated. The groups performed at the banquet as well. 

Gunnar Hundhammer and his team had done an excellent work, and even the weather was good. Maire Ni Shiochain from An Post Ireland was the official Union SCIPT delegate.

4.7 Interphotexpo 1998 - 99

At the EC meeting in Portugal it was decided to choose the theme "Nature" for the Interphotexpo 1998 -1999. The closing date for entries was set at 15 September 1997. The following members entered for the competition:

Post und Telekom Austria, Fédération Culturelle - SSP Poste Belge, PT Finland, Post Social and Recreation Fund Committee Ireland, PVKPN the Netherlands, CDCR dos CTT Correios of Portugal, Postfolket Sweden Post, Post Office Recreation Great Britain, Posta Malta, The Communications Authority of Thailand Tourist and Cultural Group, Union Nationale des Associations PTT d'Expression par l'Image France.

The following members will host the exhibition:

CDCR dos CTT Correios of Portugal, Federation Culturelle - SSP Poste Belge, Post und Telekom Austria, PVKPN The Netherlands, PT Finland.

4.8 Culture and Tourism exchanges

A comprehensive preparatory work was done by Mr. Claude Perardel,Culture et Tourism PTT France, in connection with the organisation of the first multicultural event featuring Schubert -

"Schubert, his work, his time". The place chosen for the event was Dourdan outside Paris. Unfortunately it had to be cancelled due to very few entries. However, the French organizers have promised to try to organize an event on a smaller scale during 1998. 

4.9 Holiday centres leaflet

For several reasons the holiday leaflet 1997 could not appear in time. It was therefore decided to start working on the next issue, and in October 1997 the holiday leaflet 1998/1999 was distributed to the members.

At the EC meeting in Portugal it was decided to draw up guidelines for the holiday leaflet. After the bureau meeting in Malta in November 1997 a proposal for such guidelines was distributed to all the members together with a questionnaire on the guidelines and the leaflet. The answers will hopefully show us to what degree our members are satisifed with the proposed guidelines and the leaflet. The matter will be discussed at the EC meeting in Greece in 1998. 

5. HONORARY PRESIDENTS/MEMBERS

At the end of 1997 the Union had the following presidents and members of honour:

Presidents of honour: AASEN, Anders, NorwayBARBERIO, Dr. Vincenzo, ItalyJODER, René, FranceRISCHAWY, Dr. Gerda, Austria

Members of honour: BROUWER, Thomas, The NetherlandsGRASSER, August, Switzerland HOOK, Brian, Great BritainMATTSSON, Ingegerd, SwedenMc CHESNEY, John, Great BritainPAULIN, Gilbert, FranceRIES, Roger, LuxembourgTHIENPONT, Gaston, BelgiumVEYSSIERE, Robert, FranceWADNER, Maja, Sweden Post 

6. UNION MEMBERS

Slovakian Post joined the Union in 1997. At the end of 1997 the Union SCIPT had the following 40 members: 

01. Algeria 02. Austria P&T 03. Belgium Posts - Culture 04. Belgium Posts - Sport 05. Belgacom06. Cyprus07. Denmark Post08. Estonian Telecom09. PT Finland Ltd 10. France Culture & Tourism11. France UASPTT12. Great Britain Posts13. Greece Post 14. Germany APV 15. Hungary P&T16. Italy P&T17. Ireland An Post18. Israel Telecom19. Lettonie P&T20. Luxembourg P&T21. Malta Post Ltd22. Morocco23. The Netherlands PKF24. The Netherlands PVKPN25. Norway Post26. Poland Posts 27. Poland Telecom28. Portugal Post CDCR CTT29. Portugal Club Telecom30. Slovakian Post31. Slovenije Telekom32. Sweden Post-Postfolket33. Sweden Post - Sport/PIF34. Sweden Telia/TIF35. Switzerland PTT-Sport36. Switzerland Vacances PTT37. Telemalta38. Thailand39. Tunisia40. Turkey 

7. FINANCIAL SITUATION

Union SCIPT is a non-profit organization and depends solely on the subscriptions of its members. It is therefore of utmost importance that subscriptions be paid punctually. Only Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia and Turkey have failed to pay their annual subscription for 1997. In other words, the amount of annual subscriptions received is approximately as budgeted.

The financial situation of the Union at the end of 1997 is good, and the capital is expected to be sufficient to meet unforeseen expenses in 1998 and 1999.

8. REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT

1997 was a year full of emotions and events which will influence the future and the "policy" of leisure activities for the PTT and Union SCIPT employees. The crucial date of 1 January 1998, which marks the introduction of free competition in the service areas of the European PTT enterprises, is approaching. The employers will have to prepare for the commercial battle by adapting their structures, reviewing their working methods and examining their range of services. The need to show a good financial health requires a review of all the expenses. The social benefits area is no exception to this rule, on the contrary! We are only at the beginning of this development and process, however. Our members are facing a period characterized by uncertainty. What financial means will the enterprises place at our disposal in future? In many cases our activities are still subsidized for the coming year, but what will happen afterwards? This uncertainty makes medium- and long-term planning extremely difficult.

However, the introduction or strengthening of the market laws and of competition for the products of the Posts and Telecommunications will also create effects which we should use in our favour. Our enterprises invest considerable sums of money in sponsoring. So why not invest in the sports and cultural activities of their personnel? Certainly, the principles of sponsoring differ from those governing the allocation of subsidies: they require contributions from both contracting parties, and each party will search for its advantages. However, it should not be too difficult for our members to prove the favourable effects of their activities. Let's take this opportunity! Let's make ourselves an interesting sponsoring partner instead of waiting for subsidies!

The liberalization of the Posts and of the Telecommunications in particular will also require a review of the conditions of adherence to our Union. Will the criteria of adherence approved by the last Congress still be practicable, or will an alteration of the conditions be needed? An inquiry among the members should provide a basis for submitting a proposal and a report to the next Congress.

Another phenomenon preoccupies me and should preoccupy the Union as well. The reduction of staff in our enterprises will reduce the possibility for young people to find employment with us. This will not only result in increased unemployment, but will also make the recruitment of new members more difficult. In view of this, the enrichment of some of our championships by disciplines which are currently reserved for veterans seems to be increasingly justified. Furthermore, a strengthening of non-competitive activities - e.g. activities like the Arc Alpin - may become necessary (why not organize an Arc Alpin event in summer?)

The disappointingly few entries to the cultural event in France (theme: Schubert, his work, his time) resulted in its cancellation. What a pity! The objective was probably too ambitious. We should learn from this, start modestly and make sure that things develop harmoniously. The folkloric event in Norway, which was an incontestable success, might serve as an example. More imagination and initiative is needed in the field of cultural activities. How about an event gathering brass bands or singing groups from different member enterprises?

At the entry into the 21st century there is a lot of uncertainty as to the future of the activities of our members and of the Union SCIPT. However, if we are convinced of the value of our performances, if we succeed in proving that the value of our activities exceeds by far the investment in our products if we show ourselves creative, imaginative and motivated, we will all have a bright future in front of us, both you who are members of the Union and the Union SCIPT itself. So let's be optimistic. The PTT enterprises which adhere to the principle of satisfaction for their employees as one of the three basic pillars of their corporate culture, will need our support and co-operation. 

