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1. INTRODUCTION

The object of the Union for Sports, Culture and Tourism International of Posts and Telecommunications - Union SCIPT - is to contribute to maintaining the physical and intellectual well-being of Posts and Telecommunications employees by:

1. promoting sporting, tourist and cultural exchanges among Posts and Telecommunications employees

2. developing reciprocal friendship and understanding between these employees

3. communicating information and sharing experience on these matters.

The following may become members of the Union:

The postal and/or telecommunications authorities, as well as the national companies resulting from such authorities

or

the departments charged by these authorities or companies with the organisation of sports, tourist and cultural activities for PTT staff

or 

the national associations involved in the organisation of these activities.

No country may have more than four Union members, depending on the country's organisation of the P&T.

The Union SCIPT has no political, union or denominational leanings. It is not run for profit.

2. GOVERNING BODIES

The functions of the Union are carried out by 

· The Congress Meeting every four years
· The Executive Committee Meeting once a year 
· The Bureau Meetings according to need

The members of the Bureau elected at the Congress for the period 1996 - 2000 are: 

President: Mr. Erwin Schüpbach, Switzerland

Vice-president Sports: Mr. Michel Mugnier, France

Vice-president Culture & Tourism Ms. Maj-Britt Nurmi, Finland

Secretary General: Mr. Gunnar Hundhammer, Norway

Assistant Secretary General: Mr. John Saliba, Malta

Members: Mr. Lothar Jordan, Germany

Mr. Peter van Soest, The Netherlands

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES

In 1998 the following meetings were held:

The Bureau: 18 - 21 February30 April - 1 May and 4-5 May14 - 17 October Bern, Switzerland Corfu, Greece Oslo, Norway

The Bureau meeting in Bern was organised by the President with support from Swiss Sport Post and Swisscom and PTT Vacances. In Oslo the meeting was organised by Norway Post. 

Both meetings were very well organized.

In addition to the meetings, the Bureau members have communicated frequently by telephone, 

e-mail, fax and letters. There has also been informal contact especially between the Secretary General and the organisers of Union Events and other Union members.

The Executive Committee: 02 - 03 May Corfu, Greece

The 1998 EC meeting was organised by Greece Post. Once again it was a successful 

EC-meeting, and we would like to thank Mr. Manolis Drainakis , Mrs. Anastasie Parcha and the other members of the organising committee for the excellent organisation. 

The organisers prepared both the offical and the social programme carefully, and we would like to thank them for all their efforts to make the 1998 EC meeting a memorable experience.

* * *

In 1998 the Bureau dealt with, amongst others the following questions:

3.1 Preparation of items for the Bureau and EC-meetings

3.2 Statutes/regulations etc.

The Regulations for the Tennis Championships were examined by the Bureau and amended by the EC. 

3.3 Union Events

The Bureau has made a proposal of Union events for the period 2000 -2001. The proposal will be submitted to the 1999 EC-meeting.

However, once again we have to remind organisers of Union Events and Union Members taking part, to respect the deadlines of invitations according to the General regulations, and recommendations and the dates of entries.

3.4 Address list of Union members and Presidents/Members of honour

Updated address lists have been circulated to the Union members and Presidents/Members of honour. It is very important that all addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers and names of contact persons are correct and updated. The Bureau has started to make a list with e-mail addresses and mobile telephone numbers to Union Members. The Presidents and Members of honour receive all the documents etc. distributed by the Union. 

3.5 New logo of the Union

The logo presented at the Congress in 1996 was not found satisfactory and the Congress decided to organise a competition among the members for a new logo.

The EC meeting in Portugal marked the start of the competition. The rules for the competition were approved and a working group was formed (Huguette Meulemans - Belgium Post, Ivo Tomc - Slovenije Telekom and Peter van Soest - PKF KPN The Netherlands).

After a reminder, because of the poor response on the first letter, the following eight members finally announced to participate in the competition:

Belgium Post, Thailand, PKF/PVKPN The Netherlands, Luxembourg P&T, Poland Telecom, Switzerland P&T, Austria P&T and Slovakian Post.

However Luxembourg P&T had to withdraw because they didn't get any reaction after the start of their competition.

All the designs will be exhibited at the EC meeting in The Netherlands. The members present at this EC meeting will choose the best three entries in order to make the final choice at the Congress in 2000 in Switzerland. 

3.6 Changing environment of Posts and Telecommunications - The Future of Union SCIPT

The subject is of great importance since it directly affects the future of Union SCIPT. The Bureau paid a special attention to this matter during the EC-meeting in Corfu. Moreover, a special conference about the subject was held during the Bureau meeting in Oslo. Guest speakers were invited to address the Bureau. A summary from this conference was sent to all Union Members and working groups were established to tackle different tasks. 

The subject will be on the agende of the 1999 EC meeting.

4. UNION EVENTS

Report from the Vice President - Sports

4.1 The Ski Championships

The 12th International P & T Ski Championships were organised by Austrian Post and Telekom in Innerkrems during the period 21st - 28th March 1998. 160 participants and leaders from the following 10 Union members took part:

Austria P&T, UASPTT France, VPT Germany, Italy Post, Norway Post, Slovakia Post, Slovenia Telekom, Sweden Post, Telia Sweden and Switzerland Post/Swisscom (Sport).

The championship must be regarded as a success. This was underlined by the good atmosphere during the whole event.

The best compliments are due to Austrian Post & Telekom and its organisers, particularly Mrs. Ingrid Wrana, the president, for well prepared and well accomplished championships.

The Union delegate was Michel Mugnier, Vice-President - Sport.

4.2 The Bowling Championships

The first Bowling Championships of Union SCIPT were organised 

by Postens Idrottsforbund (Sweden) during the period 21st - 24th May 1998 in Helsingborg.

80 participants and teamleaders took part from the following 8 Union members:

Belgium Post, Post Denmark, Great Britain Post, Hungary, PVKPN The Netherlands, Norway Post, Sweden Post and Telia Sweden. One team from Aland Post (Finland) took part outside the competition.

The competition ran smoothly. The championships were of high standard, and were dominated by players from the two Swedish teams. The Bureau takes this opportunity to compliment the Postens Idrettsforbund and its organiser for well prepared and well accomplished championships.

The Union delegate was Peter van Soest, Member of the Bureau.

4.3 The 5 - a- side Indoor Football Championship 

The 1st Union SCIPT 5 - a - side Indoor Championship was organised by Belgium Post in Hasselt from 16th - 21st June 1998. Approximately 160 players and team leaders from the following 11 Union members took part:

Belgium Post, Post Denmark, Great Britain Posts, Italy Post, PVKPN The Netherlands, Norway Post, Poland Post, CDCR dos CTT Portugal, Slovakia Post, Slovenia Telekom and Switzerland Post/Swisscom (Sport & Culture).

The medals were won by:

Gold: PVKPN The Netherlands

Silver: Slovenia Telekom

Bronze: Norway Post 

The best compliments to the organiser for a well prepared and well accomplished championship. 

The Union delegate was J. B. Scholer, Amicale des PTT Luxembourg. 

4.4 Table Tennis Championships

The 11th international P&T Championships in Table Tennis were organised by Poland Post in the period of 14th - 20th September 1998. The Championships were organised at The Polish Olympic Training Centre, Wladyslawowo, outside Gdynia/Gdansk. About 200 players and leaders took part from the following 16 Union members:

Belgium Post, Post Denmark, UASPTT France, Great Britain Posts, Hungary, Italy Post, PVKPN The Netherlands, Norway Post, Poland Post, Poland Telecom, Portugal Post, Slovenia Telekom, Slovakia Post, Sweden Post, Telia Sweden and Switzerland Post/Swisscom.

The men's category was dominated by the players from Sweden Post and the ladies' category by the players from UASPTT France.

The organisers had offered the best conditions possible for the Championships. We take the opportunity to compliment the organisers from Poland Post, the President of the Committee Edward Michalak and his team for a well prepared and well accomplished championship.

The Unions delegate was Gunnar Hundhammer, Secretary General.

4.5 Cyclo Tourism

The cyclotourism gathering, consisting of 1000 cyclotourists from all over France, met in Quimper (Brittany). The event was organised by UASPTT France.

Some Belgian cyclotourists also joined this event and were taken care of by Jean-Pierre Givone, member of the Bureau of UASPTT. It was a pity that the number of foreign participants at this gathering was not bigger, but the transportation of the bicycles does not facilitate matters.

4.6 Arc Alpin

The usual participating members of Arc Alpin organised various outings in spite of strong reductions in their subsidies. This problem was overcome through the great determination of these participants to maintain this event.

Report from the Vice President of Culture and Tourism

4.7 Interphotexpo 1998 - 99

At the EC meeting in Portugal in 1997 it was decided to choose the theme Nature for the Interphotexpo 1998 -1999. The following members entered for the competition:

Post und Telekom Austria, Fédération Culturelle - SSP Poste Belge, PT Finland, Post Social and Recreation Fund Committee Ireland, PVKPN the Netherlands, CDCR dos CTT Correios of Portugal, Postfolket Sweden Post, Post Office Recreation Great Britain, Posta Malta, The Communications Authority of Thailand Tourist and Cultural Group, Union Nationale des Associations PTT d'Expression par l'Image France.

However Postfolket Sweden Post and Post Social and Recreation Fund Committee Ireland later on decided to withdraw from the competition.

The following members agreed to host the exhibition:

CDCR dos CTT Correios of Portugal: 

- they had two exhibitions in April 1998; one during the National Games of PTT at the Azores Islands from 15th - 20th April 1998 and another one at the World Day of Post in Oporto at 9 Oktober 1998 

Federation Culturelle - SSP Poste Belge:

- they wanted to have their exhibition at the end of 1998 unfortunately they had to change their schedule because they received the pictures later than expected

Post und Telekom Austria, PVKPN The Netherlands and PT Finland will have their exhibitions 

in 1999.

At the end of each exhibition a jury has to point out the best three pictures. At the end of the Interphotexpo 1998/1999 all the results will be considered and the winners will be appointed and announced during the Congress in Switzerland in 2000. 

4.8 Cultural and Tourism exchanges

As decided during the EC meeting in Corfu (Greece) a questionnaire was sent out to examine which members are interested to participate, or to organise in the near future, one or more of the cultural events proposed by the members.

The answers will be discussed during the next EC Meeting in The Netherlands.

4.9 Holiday centers leaflet

The holiday centers leaflet for the years 1998/1999 was distributed in the Autumn of 1997. We had feedback from some members so we know that there are personnel interested in the possibility to use the offered holidaycenters, through Union SCIPT. 

At the EC meeting in Greece in 1998 the new proposed guidelines were discussed. Some remarks will be added to these guidelines to make these more beneficial to the members.

5. HONORARY PRESIDENTS/MEMBERS

At the end of 1998 the Union had the following presidents and members of honour:

Presidents of honour: AASEN, Anders, NorwayBARBERIO, Dr. Vincenzo, ItalyJODER, René, FranceRISCHAWY, Dr. Gerda, Austria

Members of honour: BROUWER, Thomas, The NetherlandsGRASSER, August, Switzerland HOOK, Brian, Great BritainMATTSSON, Ingegerd, SwedenMc CHESNEY, John, Great BritainPAULIN, Gilbert, FranceRIES, Roger, LuxembourgTHIENPONT, Gaston, BelgiumVEYSSIERE, Robert, FranceWADNER, Maja, Sweden Post 

6. UNION MEMBERS

Organisation of Greece Telecommunications O.T.E. of Iodnnina and C.R.A.L. Telecom Italy joined the Union in 1998. The Ministeres des Communications, Tunis, have failed to pay their annual subscription for three consecutive years and is deemed to have ceased their membership in the Union. 

At the end of 1998 the Union SCIPT had the following 41 members: 

01. Algeria 02. Austria P&T 03. Belgium Posts - Culture 04. Belgium Posts - Sport 05. Belgacom -asbl PROSANO06. Cyprus07. Denmark Post08. Estonian Telecom09. PT Finland Ltd 10. France Culture & Tourism11. France UASPTT12. Germany VPT13. Great Britain Posts14. Greece Post 15. Greece Telecom - O.T.E. 16. Hungary P&T17. Ireland An Post18. Israel Telecom19. Italy Post C.R.A.L.20. Italy Telecom C.R.A.L.21. Lettonie -LSAB22. Luxembourg P&T23. Malta Post24. Maltacom 25. Morocco26. The Netherlands PKF KPN27. The Netherlands PVKPN28. Norway Post 29. Poland Posts30. Poland Telecom31. Portugal Post CDCR CTT32. Portugal Club Telecom33. Slovakian Post34. Slovenije Telekom35. Sweden Post-Postfolket36. Sweden Post - Sport/PIF37. Sweden Telia/TIF38. Switzerland Post/Swisscom Sport & Culture39. Switzerland Vacances Poste/Swisscom40. Thailand41. Turkey 

7. FINANCIAL SITUATION

Union SCIPT is a non-profit organisation and depends solely on the subscriptions of its members. It is therefore of utmost importance that subscriptions are paid punctually. France C & T, Greece Posts, Morocco, Portugal Club Telecom, CAT Thailand and Turkey have failed to pay their annual subscription for 1998. 

Asbl-PROSANO Belgacom has explained the situation regarding its lack of participation in activities during 1998.

The financial situation of the Union at the end of 1998 remains good, and the capital is expected to be sufficient to meet unforeseen expenses in 1999 as well as those expenses arising from the Congress in 2000.

8. REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT

At the CE meeting in Corfu two organisations requested membership in the Union: Telecom Italia and the Cultural Centre of O.T.E., the Greek Telecom. We are pleased that these two members will contribute to strengthening the Union and compensate for those who have been stopped being members due to consecutive non-payment of their subscription fee. As far as the number of members is concerned, our situation is satisfactory. 

The Vice President of Sports presents an encouraging status from the championships. The skiing and table tennis championships were very successful and were organized in an excellent manner. The two new events appearing on the agenda for the first time - indoor football and bowling - had a participation and success beyond expectations. Are things going better for the Union then?

In my previous report I expressed some uncertainties and concerns: The liberalization of the postal and particularly the telecom markets, the finances placed at our disposal by the enterprises, the reduction in the number of members, etc. These questions have preoccupied many of our members and have had serious effects. Belgacom has been forced to abandon all the events, and the German VPT, one of the biggest and most important organisations in our Union, was not able to participate in the table tennis championships due to lack of funds (championships in which it had participated without exception and always with excellent results). Certainly, the other members have not experienced the same difficulties. Nevertheless, this is a warning signal that other organisations might get in the same situation one day. We do hope that VPT and Belgacom will get the funds needed to continue their activities within the Union.

The Bureau is determined to approach the 21st century with firmness and action. Thus at the Bureau's last meeting in Oslo a workshop with leaders from the Scandinavian postal & telecom enterprises was organised with the aim of getting to know their expectations to the Union and to other organisations as well as their strategies in the social field. We were pleased to note that, despite the wind of liberalisation and competition, the enterprises are not indifferent to the question of leisure activities for their staff, and that they are prepared to support us as long as we are able to show them that their contributions produce a positive return. We hold many good trumps, but we must know how to play them!

Another problem preoccupies the Bureau: The activities in the cultural field are not as many as one would wish. France Culture was forced to abandon a project (reduced) for a multicultural event. The reason: neither la Poste nor France Telecom were prepared to contribute financially to the event, as was still the intention during the previous year. Possibly the enterprises are more interested in events of a competitive nature giving comparable results. Fixing precise criteria of appreciation and comparison is obviously more difficult in the cultural field. We are confident however, that the Slide Photography competition to be organized by C.R.A.L., Italy Post, in 1999 will be successful. 

Cultural events will also be organised in connection with the Congress 2000.

Based on discussions with the above-mentioned Scandinavian enterprises and the reflections of the Bureau at its meeting, and to be able to propose measures and structures to the Congress in 2000 adapted to the demands of the 21st century, it has been decided to form five working groups composed of non-Bureau members. The task of each working group will be to study one of the following subjects:

· Quality of members and right to vote

· Economy/Finances of the Union

· Aims and principles of the Union

· Sports activities

· Cultural activities

We feel sure to be able to present adequate structures and measures to the Executive Committee in 1999 already. It will then be up to the Congress 2000 to make the final decisions. 

