UNION SCIPT ANNUAL REPORT - 2000

1. INTRODUCTION
The object of the Union for Sports, Culture and Tourism International of Posts and Telecommunications - Union SCIPT - is to contribute towards maintaining the physical and intellectual well-being of Posts and Telecommunications employees by:

1. promoting sporting, tourist and cultural exchanges among Posts and Telecommunications employees
2. developing reciprocal friendship and understanding between these employees
3. communicating information and sharing experiences on these matters.

The following may become members of the Union:

The postal and/or telecommunications authorities, as well as the national companies resulting from such authorities
or
the departments, authorised by these authorities or companies, with the organisation of sports, tourist and cultural activities for PTT staff
or 
the national associations involved in the organisation of these activities.

No country may have more than four Union members, depending on the country's organisation of the P&T.

Union SCIPT has no political, union or denominational leanings. It is not run for profit.
2. GOVERNING BODIES
The functions of the Union are carried out by 

* The Congress Meeting every four years
* The Executive Committee Meeting once a year 
* The Bureau Meeting according to need

The members of the Bureau elected at the Congress for the period 1996 - 2000 are: 

· President: Mr. Erwin Schüpbach, Switzerland
· Vice-president Sports: Mr. Michel Mugnier, France

· Vice-president Culture & Tourism Ms. Maj-Britt Nurmi, Finland
· Secretary General: Mr. Gunnar Hundhammer, Norway
· Assistant Secretary General: Mr. John Saliba, Malta
· Members: Mr. Lothar Jordan, Germany
· Mr. Peter van Soest, The Netherlands

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES
In 1999 the following meetings were held:

The Bureau: 28th February - 5th March3rd - 4th and 7th - 8th June4th - 7th November Ljubljana, Slovenia Alphen A/D Rijn, The Netherlands Ajaccio, Corsica, France

The Bureau meeting no. 20 in Ljubljana was organised by Telekom Slovenije. Mrs. Dragica Rozac and Ivo Tomc were instrumental for a successful meeting. ASPTT Ajaccio, on behalf of UASPTT France, was the organiser of the meeting in Corsica. Both meetings were very well organized.

In addition to the meetings, the Bureau members have communicated frequently by telephone, e-mail, fax and letters. There has also been numerous informal contacts especially between the Secretary General and the organisers of Union Events and other Union members.

The Executive Committee: 05 - 06 June Alphen A/D Rijn, The Netherlands 

The 1999 EC meeting was organised by PVKPN The Netherlands. Once again it was a successful EC-meeting, and we would like to thank Henk Belderbos, Peter van Soest and the other members of the organising committee for the excellent organisation. 

The organisers prepared both the offical and the social programme carefully, and we would like to thank them for all their efforts to make the 1999 EC meeting a memorable experience.

* * *

In 1999 the Bureau dealt with, amongst others, the following questions:

3.1 Preparation of items for the Bureau and EC-meetings
3.2 Statutes/regulations etc.
Statutes:Working groups had prepared statutes for discussion at the EC meeting. According to the discussions at the meeting, the Bureau made new draft Statutes. The draft Statutes were sent the Union Members for comments etc. New revised Statutes will be submitted to the EC-meeting/Congress 2000.· Regulations:The following Regulations were examined by the Bureau and amended by the EC:· The General Regulations· The Athletic Regulations· The Ski Regulations 

3.3 Union Events
The Bureau has drafted a proposal for Union events for the period 2001 -2002. The proposal will be submitted to the 2000 EC-meeting.

However, once again we have to remind organisers of Union Events and Union Members taking part, to respect the deadlines for invitations according to the General regulations, and recommendations and the dates of entries.

3.4 Address list of Union members and Presidents/Members of honour
Updated address lists have been circulated to the Union members and Presidents/Members of honour. It is very important that all addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers, e-mail addresses and names of contact persons are correct and updated. From 1999 the e-mail addresses of 20 members and where possible mobile telephone numbers were also included in the list.The Presidents and Members of honour receive all the documents etc. distributed by the Union. 

3.5 New logo of the Union
Resume: 
The logo presented at the Congress in 1996 was not found satisfactory and the Congress decided to organise a competition among the members for a new logo.

The EC meeting in Portugal marked the start of the competition. The rules for the competition were approved and a working group was formed (Huguette Meulemans - Belgium Post, Ivo Tomc - Slovenije Telekom and Peter van Soest - PKF KPN The Netherlands).

After a reminder, because of the poor response to the first invitation, the following eight members finally announced to participate in the competition:

Belgium Post, Thailand, PKF/PVKPN The Netherlands, Luxembourg P&T, Poland Telecom, Switzerland P&T, Austria P&T and Slovakian Post.
However Luxembourg P&T had to withdraw because they did not get any reaction after the start of their competition.

1999: 
All the designs were exhibited at the EC meeting in The Netherlands. The delegates present at the EC meeting chose the best three entries from the 19 designs submitted by 7 members - 1st was Mr. Yusoh Madsem from Thailand, 2nd Mr. Paveen Kuldijit also from Thailand and 3rd Mr. Steef Hanemaaijer from The Netherlands. The final choice will be made at the Congress 2000 in Crans Montana, Switzerland. 

3.6 Changing environment of Posts and Telecommunications - The Future of Union SCIPT
The subject is of great importance since it directly affects the future of Union SCIPT and has been discussed at several meetings over the last years. The Bureau has paid special attention to this matter and it was one of the main points to be considered when the EC meeting discussed the new structure and new Statutes of Union SCIPT. 

The development of telecom providers and postal operators is and will be a part of our daily life. The Union regrets that VPT Germany is no longer functioning. The Recreation Council of Great Britan Posts shall revise their activities during the first part of 2000. We hope they will still remain an active member of the Union.

In order to avoid a dearth of members, in future the Union must establish contacts with both the recreative/social/human recource side as well as the business side of existing and future members.

4. UNION EVENTS
Report from the Vice President Sports
4.1 The 2nd Basketball Championships
The 2nd Basketball Championship of Union SCIPT was organised by CDCR dos CTT, Portugal, in Espinho during the period 08th - 18th June, 1999. 8 teams from the following Union members took part:

Group A: UASPTT France, CDCR dos CTT, Portugal, Telecom Slovenije, LSAB Lettonia. Group B: Italy Post, Greece Post, Belgium Post, Sport & Culture Post/Swisscom.

The winners of the medals were:
1 UASPTT France
2 CDCR dos CTT Portugal
3 Greece Post 

The championship must be regarded as a success. This was underlined by the good atmosphere during the whole event.

The best compliments are due to CDCR dos CTT and its organisers, particularly Mr. Rui Cabaco, the president, for a well prepared and well accomplished championship.

The Union delegate was Gilbert Paulin, Member of Honour, UASPTT France.

4.2 The 1st Golf Championships
The 1st Golf Championship of Union SCIPT was organised by PVTPG (TNT Post Group), The Netherlands, during the period 19th - 24th June, 1999 at "Rijk van Nijmegen" golf course, Groesbeek, The Netherlands.

80 participants and teamleaders took part from the following 9 Union members:

Great Britain Post, UASPTT France, An Post Ireland, PVKPN The Netherlands, PVTPG The Netherlands, Norway Post, PIF Sweden Post, TIF Telia Sweden and Sport & Culture Post/Swisscom. 

The competition ran smoothly and was of high standard. In all the 1st Union SCIPT Championships in Golf was a great success. We can also notice that the event of golf is for staff of all ages, not only for young people. The Union has to introduce other events where staff of all ages can participate in the same competition.

The Bureau takes this opportunity to compliment the PVTPG, The Netherlands, its manager Elly de Vries and her helpers for a well prepared and a very well accomplished championship.

The Union delegate was Gunnar Hundhammer, the secretary general of the Union.

4.3 The 11th Athletic Championships
The 11th Union SCIPT Athletic Championship was organised by Poland Telecom in Poznan from 23rd - 27th June 1999. Approximately 150 athletes from the following 11 Union members took part:Post Denmark, UASPTT France, LSAB Lettonia, PVKPN The Netherlands, PVTPG The Netherlands, Norway Post, Poland Post, Poland Telecom, PIF Sweden Post, TIF Telia Sweden and Sport & Culture Post/Swisscom.The conditions (weather, facilities etc) were good and the judges competent. However the standard of results was lower than in previous championships. The absence of Union members like VPT Germany, Great Britain Posts, Belgium Posts and Italy Posts had the expected consequences. Neverthless the result lists show some excellent results.The most successful team was UASPTT France followed by Sport&Culture Post/Swisscom and Norway Post.It was a nice and successful championship and the Polish organiser with Marian Grossman as president did an excellent work. The Union is happy to have such competent and friendly organisers.The delegate was Erwin Schüpbach, President of the Union. 

4.4 The 13th Chess Championship
The 13th Union SCIPT Chess Championships were organised by Postav Matav Sports Club, Budapest in connection with the centenary anniversary of the club. The Championships took place in MATAV Rt. Balatonkenese Management Training Center and Holiday Resort at Lake Balaton from 4th to 12th September 1999. 
Approximately 100 players and teamleaders from the following 14 Union members took part:

Belgium Post, Post Denmark, Hungary P&T, Italy Post, PVKPN The Netherlands, PVTPG The Netherlands, Norway Post, Poland Post, Poland Telecom, CDCR dos CTT Portugal, Slovakia Post, Slovenia Telecom, Foreningen Postfolket Sweden Post and Sport & Culture Post/Swisscom.

The competition ran smoothly and was very exciting. The matches were of a very high standard and everyone competed fairly. 

The winner of the medals were:
1: Post Denmark
2: PVKPN, The Netherlands
3: Sweden Post Foreningen Postfolket.

The Bureau takes this opportunity to compliment the Hungarian organisers, its president Janos Bottyan and the other members of the organising committee for a well prepared and a very well accomplished championships.

The Union delegate was Peter van Soest, Member of the Bureau.

Report from the Vice President of Culture and Tourism

4.5 The 1st Slide Competition
The 1st Union SCIPT Slide Competition was established following an initiative from C.R.A.L. Poste Italiane and was held in Battipaglia, Italy, between 5th and 12th September 1999. 

26 participants from the following 6 Union members took part:
· Belgium Post, Italy Post, Italy Telecom, Maltacom, PVKPN The Netherlands and Norway Post. 

The theme of the competition was free and lasted for two days. Two excursions were made; a daily trip to the beautiful island of Capri and a half-day trip to Pompei. 

In all the 1st International Slide Competition was a success. At the same time an internal painting competition for Italian post and telecom staff were organised. During the last days of the competition paintings were exhibited and then sold at an auction, netting a total income of 
EUR 11.697. The money was donated to the president of UNICEF Italy in support to the international activities organised for the children affected by war.

The Bureau takes the opporturnity to congratulate the Italian organisers not only for taking the initiative to organise a successful slide competition, but also for the noble gesture of offering the income of the paintings for charity. Many thanks to the organising committee led by the president Mr. Angelo Di Domenico, manager Nazario Gargano and their helpers. 

The Union delegate was the Vice-president Culture and Tourism of the Union, Maj-Britt Nurmi.

4.6 Interphotexpo 1998 - 2000
At the EC meeting in Portugal in 1997 it was decided to choose the theme Nature for the Interphotexpo 1998 -1999. The following members entered for the competition:

Post und Telekom Austria, Fédération Culturelle - SSP Poste Belge, PT Finland, Post Social and Recreation Fund Committee Ireland, PVKPN The Netherlands, CDCR dos CTT Correios of Portugal, Postfolket Sweden Post, Post Office Recreation Great Britain, Posta Malta, The Communications Authority of Thailand Tourist and Cultural Group, Union Nationale des Associations PTT d'Expression par l'Image France. However Postfolket Sweden Post and Post Social and Recreation Fund Committee Ireland later on decided to withdraw from the competition.

The following members agreed to host the exhibition:

CDCR dos CTT Correios of Portugal: 
- they had two exhibitions in April 1998; one during the National Games of PTT at the Azores Islands from 15th - 20th April 1998 and another one at the World Day of Post in Oporto at 9 Oktober 1998 
Federation Culturelle - SSP Poste Belge:
- due to delay the exhibition was postponed to early 1999 instead of the end of 1998 

Austrian Post and PVKPN The Netherlands had their exhibitions in 1999 whilst Finland Post will have their exhibition during the month of March 2000.

At the end of each exhibition a jury has to choose the best three pictures. At the end of the Interphotexpo 1998/2000 all the results will be considered and the winners will be chosen and announced during the Congress in Switzerland in 2000. At the Congress there will also be an exhibition. In addition to the prizes for the results awarded by the juries, there will be another prize awarded according to results judged by the delegates taking part in the Congress.

4.7 Cultural and Tourism exchanges
The Executive Committee was informed that Greece Telecom would organise their annual singing festival in Salonika at the end of November 1999. An invitation was extended to all Union members. The Bureau does not have any information as to whether any other Union member accepted the invitation.

4.8 Holiday centers leaflet
During the EC Meeting in The Netherlands a presentation was held with a proposal for the new brochure; this included the present version, a new version in black and white and a new version in colour. A new feature in comparison with the old brochure is that the information will be more complete. The EC chose the colour version.
Information for the new brochure 2000/2001 was gathered by the V.P. Culture.
The Holiday Centres leaflet will be produced in 2000 with the help of Service Social de la Post Belgium. Because of the possible change of the Union's logo it is decided to have it published in September 2000 and it will be valid for the years 2001/2002.

5. HONORARY PRESIDENTS/MEMBERS
At the end of 1999 the Union had the following presidents and members of honour:
Presidents of honour: AASEN, Anders, NorwayBARBERIO, Dr. Vincenzo, ItalyJODER, René, FranceRISCHAWY, Dr. Gerda, Austria
Members of honour: BROUWER, Thomas, The NetherlandsGRASSER, August, Switzerland HOOK, Brian, Great BritainMATTSSON, Ingegerd, SwedenMc CHESNEY, John, Great BritainPAULIN, Gilbert, FranceRIES, Roger, LuxembourgTHIENPONT, Gaston, BelgiumVEYSSIERE, Robert, FranceWADNER, Maja, Sweden 

6. UNION MEMBERS
Cyprus Telecom joined the Union in 1999. Morocco and Turkey have failed to pay their annual subscription for three consecutive years and are according to the Statutes are deemed to have ceased their membership in the Union with effect from the year 2000. 

CAT Thailand has for financial reason withdrawn from the Union. VPT Germany has ceased to operate during 1999, and is of course no longer a member of Union SCIPT.

Asbl PROSANO - Belgacom, has been reorganised and will decide about their membership in Union SCIPT after the Congress 2000. The Bureau has had some contacts with asbl PROSANO.

Due to reorganisation in GIP Sociale, France, there has been some internal discussions about the membership of France Culture & Tourism. Up to the end of 1999 the Bureau has not arrived at a decision about the situation. The Bureau has to clear up this matter. 

Austrian Post & Telekom has during 1999 become two separate companies. Austrian Post will retain membership in the Union.

The members from The Netherlands, Telecom (KPN) and TNT Post Group each have two branches, resulting in two memberships - in all 4.

At the end of 1999 the Union SCIPT had the following 43 members: 

01. Algeria 02. Austria P 03. Belgium Posts - Culture 04. Belgium Posts - Sport 05. Belgacom -asbl PROSANO*06. Cyprus Post07. Cyprus Telecom08. Post Denmark09. Estonian Telecom10. Finland Post Ltd 11. France Culture & Tourism*12. France UASPTT13. Germany VPT *14. Great Britain Posts15. Greece Post 16. Greece Telecom - O.T.E. 17. Hungary P&T18. Ireland An Post19. Israel Telecom20. Italy Post C.R.A.L.21. Italy Telecom C.R.A.L.22. Lettonie -LSAB23. Luxembourg P&T24. Malta Post25. Maltacom 26. Morocco *27. The Netherlands SWKPN28. The Netherlands PVKPN29. The Netherlands SWTPG30. The Netherlands PVTPG 31. Norway Post32. Poland Posts33. Poland Telecom34. Portugal Post CDCR CTT35. Portugal Club Telecom 36. Slovakian Post37. Slovenije Telekom38. Sweden Post-Postfolket39. Sweden Post - Sport/PIF40. Sweden Telia/TIF41. Switzerland Post/Swisscom Sport & Culture42. Switzerland Vacances Poste/Swisscom43. Turkey*

7. FINANCIAL SITUATION
Union SCIPT is a non-profit organisation and depends solely on the subscriptions of its members. It is therefore of utmost importance that subscriptions are paid punctually. Asbl-PROSANO Belgacom, France C & T, Maltacom, Morocco, Polish Telecom, Portugal Club Telecom and Turkey have failed to pay their annual subscription for 1999.

The financial situation of the Union at the end of 1999 remains good, and the capital is expected to be sufficient to meet expenditures arising from the Congress in 2000 as well as a resonable reserve for 2001 if the Congress 2000 decides to partly bear the costs of the delegates at Union Events in the future.

8. REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT
The reflections on the developments and activities of the last year of this millennium present a rather ambiguous picture. Numerous events and cheerful occassions have demonstrated the healthy state of our Union. On the other hand, the black clouds which loomed on the horizon during 1998 have not disappeared. On the contrary, they have become more menacing.

During the EC Meeting in Alphen a/d Rijn, Cyprus Telecom (CYTA) was approved as a new member and their delegates were given a warm welcome. Reorganisations in the Sport and Holiday departments of The Netherlands Posts and Telecoms have resulted in four members (instead of two) representing this country in the Union. Membership in our Union has therefore increased. On the contrary, Belgacom has decided to place its membership on hold, given that this organisation does no longer see the benefit in encounters of Post and Telecom personnel of different countries. In their letter to the Bureau, Belgacom have left a little hope of deciding differently should the reforms to be decided by Congress result in line with their expectations (which unfortunately are still not very clear up to now). Another hard blow also hit us during the month of September: during an extraordinary general assembly the delegates of the organisations of V.P.T. Germany decided on the pure and simple dissolution of their organisation, and this after the total withholding of grants from the German Post and Telecom. Certainly, the sports organisations will continue to exist; however is their survival assured without the support of their employers and without a federation, or will they seek the support of other enterprises (banks, industries)? Thus, at the end of 1999, Union SCIPT loses one of its most important members and which was also a founder member of UISPTT.

The report of the Vice-President Sports shows that all the sporting events were organized in a perfect manner. However, also in this area things are not all rosy. The Golf championship organized for the first time has certainly been successful and promises well for the future. The Chess championship has also attracted a good number of participants. On the contrary, participation in the Basketball Championship has been slightly lower than in the previous event, while Athletics has received a marked setback. Developments in this sport which is close to the heart of our Union require close examination. It will be indispensable to reduce the number of disciplines within such championships in order to increase the quality.

The greatest satisfaction came from a cultural activity. The first Slide Photography competition organized by CRAL Italian Posts was a great success and according to the report of the Vice-President Culture was an important event. Interphotexpo has followed its course and will finish in the year 2000 at the Congress in Crans Montana. The cultural side of the Union has been considerably busy!

The work of the Bureau has been dominated by the will to prepare the Union for the challenges and requirements of the 21st century. Following the first discussions during the EC in Alphen a/d Rijn, we have continued to develop this project and have prepared draft statutes which can serve as the basis for fruitful work and also be of utility to member organisations as well as to their personnel. I feel that the organisations which at the moment have decided to cut the subsidies and refrain from subsidizing their personnel in their sports and leisure activities will one day think differently and correct these decisions, which are the result of a short term view.

Although our actions must be oriented towards the future, at the end of this administrative period and also at the closure of the term of office with which you have entrusted me, please allow me to also take into consideration the past years. After the merger between the two international unions in 1992, it was necessary to find a synthesis between the two philosophies (sport and culture, UISPTT- UTC-PTT) and their fields of activity. In the Bureau there were no longer distinctions between representatives of sport or culture. Each member felt responsible for all areas of activities and it is therefore logical that we now propose the appointment of two Vice-Presidents without any reference to a particular field. The organizational level of numerous activities has been excellent, and this proves the importance that organisers give to these events - the hallmark of "Union SCIPT". I pass on the presidency of the Union with the feeling that the structures of our Union are functioning well and that the cohesion between sport, culture and leisure activities has been ably demonstrated. Certainly, there will always be room for improvement, but I am convinced that the Union is well prepared to play an important role in the development of leisure-time activities of Post and Telecom personnel in the 21st century.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my colleagues of the Bureau. We have been able to work efficiently and effectively thanks to the team spirit that has always prevailed among us. Although this sometimes required that they had to sacrifice week-ends for meetings of the Bureau and the work that followed, it is evident that they accepted this willingly. 

I am proud to have been at the helm of Union SCIPT during the past 8 years and I wish this marvellous organisation a long and successful life. 

