Present
Gunnar Hundhammer - President (present partially)
Peter Van Soest – Secretary General
Máire Ní Shíocháin - Assistant Secretary General
Technical Support
Sophie Donati - UASPTT France
Bjorg Moen - Norway Post
Apologies
John Saliba - Assistant Secretary General (work)
Anders Thornstrom - Vice President (ill)
Michel Mugnier - Vice President (work)
Rui Alves Cabaco – Finance Officer (work)
Board meeting in Thessaloniki, 29th November to 2nd December, 2001

1. Opening of the meeting

Peter opened the meeting by describing how the meeting in Thessaloniki had been arranged in The Hague. He said that it will be necessary to consider at the next meeting how to ensure that all Board members are present as it is important for the work of the Board. 
 
The Board wishes to express deep appreciation of the way in which our Thessalloniki colleagues looked after Gunnar when he was in hospital. 
 
When he came out of hospital, Gunnar welcomed members to meeting no. 6 of the Board of Union SCIPT. He expressed the appreciation of the Board and the Union to OTE Thessaloniki for kindly organising the meeting. 
 
Peter gave some information on the work and social programmes organised by our colleagues from Thessaloniki.

2. Minutes from the Board Meeting in The Hague

All documents from the Board Meeting in the Hague were distributed by Peter in November. 
 
The minutes of meeting No. 5 held in The Hague were approved. 
 
Minutes were distributed to : Board Members Union Members Honorary Presidents and Members
3. Correspondence and Communications

Peter had a lot of contact with organisers of events for 2002. 
 
Peter received the report of the Official Delegate (Rui) to the Folklore festival in Cyprus. 
 
Vacances PTT now getting all Union SCIPT documents and they will attend the GA as observers. 
 
KPN- Peter said that PVKPN will be part of the umbrella Organisation, KPN. He said that there are a lot of changes coming, reorganisation and downsizing of the organisation, including PVKPN. Peter has succeeded Henk Belderbos as Manager of PVKPN with effect from 1st December, 2001. The Board wishes Henk well in his retirement and congratulates Peter on his promotion and wishes him every success. Peter also said that their Holiday Centres will have to be deleted from the Internet site as they are being sold. 
 
Peter said he attended a football match between Belgium Post and a professional team. It was very enjoyable and the contacts were very valuable. Peter will keep in touch with them. 
 
Cyprus, organisers of the GA, have sent some booklets about the political situation in Cyprus to some members and this is not in keeping with the aims of the Union. (Article Number 3 of Statutes). 
 
Regarding the letter and brochures sent by Anders, which mentioned the inclusion of the list of events for 2001 to 2004 and the address list, these were not included as they had already been sent out by Peter. 
 
Communications with members for membership of the WGs - see item 5. 
 
Communications about events- see item 11. 
 
The Board discussed the problems of getting responses to documentation sent to members. it was decided that the Board meeting before the GA should prepare and issue documents to members so that they will have discussed these matters within their organisations and will be able to give their opinions/responses at the GA. 
 
Maj-Britt Nurmi has contacted Peter to say that Mrs Tuike Karppinen will represent Finland Post within Union SCIPT. Her address and contact details are in the last address list issued. 
 
Maire said that she had not been contacted by the representative of GB post, Consignia, Matthew Rice and had had no contact details. She will try to contact the previous person, Stephen Hawke again. 
 
Rui will be asked fro more information. 

4. Internet Site-Status

Peter contacted Vladimir and told him that we wish to have the site completely operational by year’s end. He also told him of the list of items we wanted changed in the structure.

5. Working Group

Because of the limited number of responses received, the Board decided to amalgamate the Working Groups as follows: 
 
Group 1 Strategy and Finance 

Members: Rui Alves Cabaco, Chairperson;
Michel Mugnier;
John Saliba;
Michael Andreou;
Sandor Bertalan;
Vladimir Yakovlev.

Group 2 Activities and Regulations 

Peter van Soest, Chairperson;
Maire Ni Shiochain;
Bjorg Moen;
Ernst Nielsen;
Konstantinous Panou.

Group 3 PR, Publicity, Communications 

Anders Thornstrom, Chairperson
Gunnar Hundhammer;
Ivo Tomc;
Elly de Vries;
Janusz Yank.

Inform the Group members individually. The Chairperson of each WG will contact the members of the Groups and get the contact details and agree a work schedule. 

6. Finance

Bank account
Peter has nominated ABN Amro Bank which has a subsidiary in Portugal and Ireland. 
 
Payment of 15% of costs of participation in Union SCIPT events- the Organising Member needs to ensure that this is mentioned when sending out the final entry form. An invoice for this amount should be included with the final entry form. 
 
Peter will contact the Branch in the Netherlands to open an international account.
7. Membership

This item was to have been dealt with by Anders, but due to his illness, and absence from the meeting, it will be referred to the Lisbon meeting.

8. Regulations and Checklists

Golf - Maire has arranged that the proposed regulations for the Golf Competition be looked at and revised with the experience of the first golf competition. This is almost complete and will be ready before the next Board meeting. 
 
The Board checked all the regulations, checklists, etc for Union events and made a list of those that need to be amended/updated by WG 2.

9.Union events 2001

Tennis
The Board received the report from Official Delegate, John Saliba, on the Tennis Championship in Slovenia. The organisation was excellent, the facilities also and the participants had a wonderful time. For the first time, the results were available on-line on the Union SCIPT web site and updated hourly. Some participants commented that if the weather had been bad there would have been problems in playing on the alternative indoor courts. The results to be seen in the attached report. 
 
Football
Belgium Post were winners of the Football. The Official report was received from the Official Delegate, Andre Meysembourg. The facilities for accommodation, training, and playing were excellent. The competition was played in an excellent sporting fashion and the organisers did everything to make it an enjoyable event. 
Comments in the UASPTT magazine “Open”, were a source of great disappointment to the organisers and the Belgian team captain was also incensed at the remarks about the doubts cast on the eligibility of some of the Belgian team to participate under Union SCIPT regulations. 
 
Bridge
The report of Official Delegate, Peter van Soest will be produced for the next Board meeting. The results may be seen on the web site www.unionscipt.com 
 
Copies distributed to : Board Members, Union Members, Honorary Presidents and Members.
To avoid a recurrence of this unfortunate incident, the Board will ask WG 2 to consider the best way to ensure that participants in events are eligible under the regulations. 
10. Activity Report

The printing of the report and the cost involved was discussed. It was decided that the report will be printed to give a professional impression of the Union. The Board members will make enquiries within their organisations to see if it can be printed in a cost effective way.

11. Union Events 2002

Interphotexpo
John Saliba contacted Peter about this. He would like to have it at the time of the bowling Competition, but has not received the Photographs yet from Andre Meysembourg. 
 
Ski Championships
The Board will have to contact the organiser to ensure that everything is on schedule and that there are no problems. 
 
Bowling Championships
Peter has received entries from Denmark, P, Norway, P and The Netherlands P. Malta has sent out a new invitation. Peter has given David Abdilla a list of members who indicated interest at the GA and David will contact them. 
 
Indoor Football
The date had been set as May but some members contacted Peter regarding this and Poland has rearranged this for the 11th to 16th June, 2002. The Board is happy that the date is now in accordance with the decision taken at the GA. 
 
Painting
Peter has received a letter from Nazario Gargano, the painting competition will be held some time during the second half of September or the first week in October. It will be held probably in Venice or Florence or some location which will give the best inspiration to the painters. 
 
Table Tennis
Hungary has contacted Maire and said that due to reorganisation within their organisation, there is a slight doubt that they will be able to host the competition. They have gone ahead and booked the venue, etc for September and will know the final position by the end of December. They asked the Board to nominate another organiser in case they cannot organise. The Board decided that they will wait until the decision about the reorganisation is known before taking any further action. 
 
Snooker/ billiards
Peter has e-mailed John Saliba and David Abdilla about this, but has got no reply. This may have been due to the fact that John has been out of the country for some weeks. Peter said that he has been getting enquiries from members about the type of billiards involved. 
 
Peter will contact Bengt Grandin. Peter has contacted John who will send him the information as soon as possible.
12. Union Events 2003/4

Maire contacted all the members who had indicated that they would like to organise the events scheduled for 2003 and she has received confirmation from them. 
 
Maire has contacted those members who indicated a willingness to organise events for 2004. She received very few responses. We thank those who did respond and will contact the others again asking for an urgent reply by the end of December at the latest.

13. General Assembly 2002

Peter contacted Michael Andreou about the details and entry form and a further entry form was sent to members. The last day for receipt of provisional entry forms is 15th December, 2001. 
 
The Board will send a letter to members requesting candidates for those Board positions due for election; proposals for the GA; ask present Board members if they are willing and able to remain on the Board. 
 
Draft Agenda for GA discussed and agreed. 
 
Will be distributed to : Board Members, Union Members, Honorary Presidents and Members .
14. Board Meeting in Lisbon

It was agreed that the meeting in Lisbon should take place from 21st to 25th March, 2002. The meeting will be held on 22nd, 23rd and 24th.

15. Miscellaneous

The Board reported that the Thessaloniki Choral Festival was excellent. Gunnar made a speech at the opening ceremony. The Board participated in the prize-giving ceremony at the invitation of the organisers. 
Before the final concert Peter thanked the organiser for inviting the Board and for their friendship and he handed over the Union's trophee. 
 
The Board held discussions with the President of the Hellenic Telecommunications Staff Club in Thessoliniki about the possibilities of exchanges with other Union members. 
 
Business cards for Board members- these will be posted to Board members week beginning 3rd December. 
 
Holiday Centres- The Board decided that it is necessary to remind members who have Holiday Centres to inform us immediately of their availability. 
 
The President OTE will send the Secretary General a list of the activities/events in which they are involved. This list will be circulated to Union SCIPT members and the President OTE will also attend the GA to make contacts with members. 
The Board will prepare a letter to members asking for an urgent response.
17.Working Session 

The Board held working sessions during and after the meeting.

18. Closure of the meeting

Gunnar thanked the Organisers of the meeting for the excellent working conditions. He also thanked the Board members and the Technical Support people for the good work done during the meeting and the working sessions.

